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ICYMI: Binghamton Mayor Matt Ryan admitted on CapTon last night that his opposition to Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s proposal for a 401(K)-style pension option for new state employees is “ironic,” given the massive burden ballooning pension costs on his city budget. 

Ryan said pension costs are about $8.4 million this year, which accounts for more than 10 percent of the Binghamton budget. He also said he had been “drinking the Kool-Aid” poured by Cuomo on the need to upend the defined-benefit model until he heard state Comptroller Tom DiNapoli’s speech at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C. last month, during which DiNapoli deemed a 401(K) option “unacceptable” and “extreme.” 

Ryan penned an OpEd in opposition to this aspect of Cuomo’s plan that appeared in the Times Union last week. He says he favors other aspects of pension reform and readily admits changes are needed to get spiraling costs under control. 

Ryan, who was first elected in 2005 and then re-elected in 2009, said he’s prevented by term limits from running for re-election in 2013. He has been mentioned as a potential contender for retiring Rep. Maurice Hinchey’s seat. 

I asked Ryan whether he’s trying to curry favor with organized labor by opposing Cuomo’s Tier 6 plan with an eye toward running for Congress. He insisted he’s really not very interested in Hinchey’s seat, but didn’t 100 percent rule out a run, saying he needs to see what the district looks like – if it continues to exist at all after redistricting – before making a final decision. 
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